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Dear Friends,
God bless you all and thank
you for your love, prayers and support. By the grace of God, we have
been here in the “Hood,” thirty
years this month. With your help
and by the grace of God, since we
have been in Memphis, we have
held 8,942 services and seen
55,679 people ask Jesus to save
them. All glory to Jesus!
When we arrived in Memphis in March of 1987, we were
young and full of energy. We are
not so young any longer and our
energy level has long since diminished, but we still love the folks
down here.
It is a special blessing, when
some adult man or woman drop by
and tell me what an influence we
had on them when they were young.
It is happening more often as time
goes by. Just this week, a man came
by and I did not recognize him. He
said that he had just moved back
from Atlanta and wanted to come
see me. He said he remembered us
having Bible studies and prayer
meetings around the altar. Recently
a young woman, who has been gone
for close to twenty years, called and
said that her and her husband were
living in San Diego and had five
sons. He had gotten out of the military and said that they were moving
to San Antonio, to take a position
with a law firm. On the day they
left Memphis, they dropped by and
asked me to officiate their wedding.
I called time out and all the basketball players gathered around and we
had a wedding. Someone had given
the ministry a car and God told me
to give it to them. So for months,
guys asked me if they got married
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here would I give them a car.
(That was pretty funny.) She
asked me if I would perform the
ceremony as they renew their
vows on their fifteenth anniversary. We are planning to do so at
the ICOC this July. I’m excited
for them.
Quite a bit has changed
during the last thirty years. Most
of the housing projects have been
torn down. Dangerous parts of
town have become safe and safe
parts of town have become dangerous. It has been interesting to
watch the communities change
around us as families come and
go. As a result, our crowds here
at the ICOC have changed. God
has given us some precious people to “love on.” Last week, I
was out with a Bronchial infection and Luke called time out to
pray for me one afternoon. This
week, more men than I remember
have come up to me or come into
my office to ask about my health
and to say they are praying for
me.
One guy on the street
flagged me down yesterday and
said that he had been praying for
me. I can’t help but like it when
folks love me enough to pray for
me.
Our crowds have been
very good at the ICOC for basketball and we have taken advantage

of it. Two weeks ago, we had
over twenty men ask Jesus to
save them during a devotional
and yesterday Chris Russell
preached and six more asked the
Lord to come into their hearts
and be the Lord of their lives.
Two other men were saved over
where the old Texas Court Project used to be. That is the same
place, twenty five years ago,
where a man said he was going
to Heaven because “Jesus was
his one and only personal Saviour.” However, he had a beer
in one hand and a joint in the
other. I said, “That’s the problem! Everyone wants Jesus to
be their one and only personal
Savior, but no one wants Him to
be their LORD!” Before we
left. He asked Jesus to be the
Continued on page 2

Lord of his life.
Crowds have also been very
good for our Life Source Ministry,
which is our Bible Study and Life
Skills training on Thursdays. We
preach and teach Jesus and try to give
a “hand up” rather than a hand out.
Although there are times when we
are led to do both.
One of our guys, who got
saved here as a teenager, has been
attending Life Source and going to
Vocational School and has just graduated and gotten a job. He needs a
car, so if anyone has a clunker, we
can put it to good use. Several of our
ladies have also gotten good jobs and
have gone from welfare to working
mom status.
Miracle Baptist Church is still
growing slowly, but God is giving us
some wonderful services. Please
continue to pray for us in this most
important endeavor.
One thing that has changed,
during the last thirty years has been
our Board of Directors. Several have
left because they were being called
into their own full-time ministries
and others have gone on to Heaven.
We are envious of those who have
Continued on page 4

Life-Source Bible Study

Old Friends

Time Out at the ICOC
From Beth’s Heart
This amazing love story
begins on Monday, July 6, 2015
when God sent His message of
redeeming love to the Clayton
family first to the hearts of sisters
Cynthia and Valerie during our
Summer Inner-City Crusade.
When you read of how many lives
since then have been saved in the
Clayton family and beyond, I
hope you will understand what a
difference we can make for eternity by just sharing the Gospel with
one soul.
During our 2015 RTEA
Crusade, God blessed me with the
joy of sharing Jesus and His gift
of salvation with Valerie, a beautiful 15 year old girl. Later that
night when reading through all the
decision cards, I realized her older
sister, Cynthia, had been saved as
well. Hallelujah! I was beyond
excitement the following day
when I called these two precious
girls to invite them to our Life
Source Bible Study and Mentoring Program. I was even more
thrilled when they said “YES”
with eagerness and enthusiasm.
From that very first week in 2015,
we’ve not only picked them up in
the church bus for every Bible
study and every church event but
have brought all the nieces and
nephews, Christopher, Armoni,
Caden, Isaiah, Cateria, and Jacobi,
to our LAMBS class. From the
beginning you could hear and see

the dark Inner-City culture in
their lives, but now they have
new and different spirits because of the redeeming work of
our Savior. Glory! Even Armoni ( the 2 year old who I had
to speak to numerous times
about her language that didn’t
please Jesus!!!), now as a joyful
4 year old, tells everybody she
meets, “Jesus is Lord, Amen!”
There is more to this
love story. Cynthia had a burden for her best friend, Helen,
and asked all the ladies to pray
that Helen would come back to
Memphis because she wanted
to bring her to Bible study.
God answered our prayers
quickly. Within two months
Helen came with Cynthia to
Bible study and asked Jesus to
save her. Helen’s grateful heart
to Jesus wanted the rest of her
family to hear the Gospel so
she invited her sister, Diamond,
and her grandmother, Helen, to
Bible study. It was a glorious
gift from our Lord when we
witnessed the prayers for salvation from Diamond and Grandmother Helen. I wonder and
ask with anticipation, “Who
will You save next, Jesus?”
Will it be one of the little children, or will it be Helen’s
brother who came last week?
The stories of life
through Jesus Christ our Lord

will continue on, not because of
us, but because of Him. “We love
Him, because He first loved us.” 1
John 4:19. However, it is a precious gift to us when we are obedient to His great commission and
witness the salvation of a lost
soul. Nothing builds my faith
more than watching our Savior
change and transform lives
through His redeeming love and
Living Word. To God be the Glory!
“Jesus is Lord, Amen!”

Loving Hearts at Christmas
LUKE’S CORNER

Cynthia and Helen sporting
their new athletic shoes.

Acts 4:12 “Neither is there is there salvation in any other: for
there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we
must be saved.” Thank God for the precious name of Jesus Christ our
Lord! The name that alone deserves glory. The only name that is befitting of honor. The name that every knee shall bow to and confess is
Christ Jesus. Thank God for that name because it’s the name that was
preached to us: the One that we heard so sweetly that we surrendered to
Him. That name, Jesus, we proclaim to the people. There is no other
hope for those we seek to win. God put in us a longing for love and we
are blessed to be able to share that the only One who truly loves us and
them is right there waiting for them to call on Him. We continue to encounter some of the neediest people in our city and God continues to
provide through us and others as He is saving people and growing them
in the faith. Keep praying that we will remain humble and focused on
seeking Jesus.
A few months ago God let us meet African evangelist A.C. Mutale. It quickly became clear that his heart was tender for the souls of
men and we became fast friends and allies in the Gospel. Mutale told us
of how the devil had been trying to hinder his efforts and discredit him.
He was truly humbling himself to come to the states and seek help in
his ministry. After spending some months with him praying, seeking
God for guidance, several doors were opened to him for assistance in
his obedience to God’s call on him. We were all amazed at how mysteriously and wonderfully God works. Our hope is that one day soon we
can make a trip to his home of Zambia and help him preach the gospel
in these dark places where people need love and truth. Please pray that
God will protect brother Mutale as he preaches and comes against the
forces of darkness. We desire, too, that you would pray the same for us:
That God would protect us, humble us, and empower us to keep proclaiming that sweet name of Jesus. Thank you and God bless.

Loving the
Heart of
Memphis at
Christmas

entered their rest, and thrilled
over those whom God has called
into different areas of work. Other “friends of the ministry” have
also gone to Heaven. It is hard on
the families and we pray for them
regularly. We miss their friendship and fellowship, too. Another
thing that ministry misses is their
fervent support. They were gen-

erous donors and encouraged others to support the RTEA. May I
ask you to pray with us that God
that will raise up more godly people to pray, give and encourage
others to do the same? I know the
people whose lives have been
changed down here and I am persuaded that God wants to continue using the RTEA to win folks to

Jesus, here in the Inner-City of
Memphis.
Our big event is coming
up in July. The 30th Annual
Memphis Inner-City Crusade, will
be held July 10th - 14th this year.
Make plans to come go with us or
help in a support role. If you
would like to participate, call
Mrs. Beth McDaniel at (901) 3559165 or Brother Ronnie Tullos at
(901) 483-3402. Other volunteer
opportunities are available if you
would like to come see Jesus
change lives.
God bless you all and
thank you with all of my heart for
your generous love, prayers and
support.
Sincerely,

“For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye
have ministered to the saints, and do minister.” Hebrews 6:10
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